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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


February,  1995  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  person  has  applied 
for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  April  1,  1995,  the 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2458  Pat  Holladay,  534  Hightrail,  Aden,  TX  75002 
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LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  to  Robert  Plemmons  for  his  donation  of  the  following 
book  to  the  NI  Library. 

JM83.KleV:1992:GOWK 

KLESCHINOV,  V.  N./GRISHIN,  N.  V. 

Guide  to  the  obverse  of  wire  kopecks  of  Tsar  Peter  Alxievich. 
(Russian  text) 

"A  very  useful  book  for  the  wire  specialist  This  series  has  not  been 
covered  before."  (Randolph  Zander) 

Pub.  1992,  25pp,  w/plates. 

II.  A reminder  for  those  of  you  who  have  copies  of  the  Library’s  index  on  computer. 
The  Subject  Index  has  been  up-dated  to  include  books  received  during  1994.  It  is 
now  available  on  three  5-1/4"  floppy  disks  for  the  sum  of  $5.00. 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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FROM  THE  EDITOR’S  DESK 


There  has  been  a disturbing  trend  developing  for  the  past  several  months.  You  will 
have  no  doubt  noted  that  we  have  had  to  resort  more  and  more  to  reprint  articles 
rather  than  originally  written  articles.  For  some  reason  many  of  our  regular 
contributors  to  the  publication  have  seen  fit  to  submit  less  and  less  material.  Also, 
we  have  not  been  receiving  anything  from  new  contributors,  with  a few  exceptions, 
like  we  did  in  the  past 

Recently  we  reviewed  the  membership  application  blanks  for  the  past  four  years  and 
there  were  40  different  members  who  checked  the  box  YES  where  we  asked  if  they 
would  write  Numismatics  International  Bulletin  articles,  but  none  of  the  40  had  ever 
contributed  a single  item  for  publication.  We  wrote  a personal  letter  to  each  of  the 
40  members  inviting  them  to  send  in  a contribution  on  their  collecting  specialty.  It 
is  a little  early  yet,  but  to  date  we  have  not  had  a reply  nor  a contribution  from  any 
of  the  40.  The  lifeblood  of  our  publication  depends  on  support  of  the  membership. 
You  don’t  have  to  be  a professional  writer  to  have  material  accepted  for  publication. 
Very  rarely  is  any  contribution  rejected  as  we  feel  that  everyone  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  try  their  hand  at  numismatic  writing.  We  invite  each  and  every 
member  to  submit  material  on  their  own  collecting  specialty. 

Another  area  of  need  which  seems  to  be  a continual  problem  is  filler  items  of  any 
length  up  to  a full  page.  These  items  can  be  on  practically  any  subject  and  of  any 
length.  The  "Numismatic  Extracts"  submitted  by  several  members  over  the  years 
have  been  very  popular  with  the  readers.  You  are  invited  to  keep  this  in  mind  when 
reading  older  out  of  print  material  that  refers  to  numismatics  of  the  times  or  area. 
Also,  don’t  forget  complete  articles  in  these  old  publications  that  could  be  reprinted. 
In  December,  1992  we  published  an  article  "History  of  a Bank  of  England  Note" 
which  was  written  by  Charles  Dickens,  the  famous  English  novelist.  This  interesting 
article  came  from  The  Banker’s  Magazine  of  1850.  We  realize  that  you  don’t  run 
across  articles  by  such  famous  writers  as  Charles  Dickens  every  day,  but  this  is  an 
excellent  example  of  material  that  is  just  as  interesting  today  as  it  was  142  years  ago. 

We  occasionally  get  complaints  from  some  readers  that  we  have  too  much  material 
on  a particular  subject  area  and  not  enough  variety.  It  is  difficult  to  give  you  a wide 
variety  of  subject  matter  when  we  are  not  receiving  much  material  to  start  with. 

We  also  invite  your  comments  and  suggestions  to  improve  our  publication.  If  there 
are  certain  things  that  you  want  to  see  regularly,  just  let  us  know  about  it  and  we  will 
try  and  include  them  in  future  issues. 

Remember,  it  is  your  publication  and  we  must  have  the  support  of  the  membership 
in  order  to  continue  bringing  you  one  of  the  best  monthly  publications  in  the 
international  numismatic  field. 


Marvin  L.  Fraley,  Editor 
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DENIZENS  OF  THE  RUMMAGE  TRAY 

Bob  Forrest , Manchester,  England,  NI  # 2382 


The  dealer’s  rummage  tray  and  its  companion,  the  old  biscuit  tin  of  wildly  mixed  and 
unattributed  coins,  are  my  favourite  stamping  grounds.  Here  I have  found  all  manner 
of  things  that  have  given  me  food  for  thought.  Some  interesting  old  coins,  often  not 
in  the  best  of  health,  but  sometimes  GF  or  better,  get  tossed  in  the  rummage  tray 
because  the  task  of  identifying  them  would  be  more  trouble  than  their  likely  financial 
return  would  merit.  Corns  of  medieval  Sicily  and  the  Mamluk  sultans  of  Egypt; 
Chinese  cash  and  obscure  coins  of  the  Indian  Princely  States.  Then  there  are  Islamic 
temple  tokens  pretending  to  be  Akbar  rupees;  religious  medalets  depicting  Christ  and 
the  Virgin  Mary;  trade  tokens  of  the  18th  century;  and  historical  medalets  that 
encapsulate  some  forgotten  comer  of  history.  There  are  imitation  spade  guineas  and 
Victorian  card/game  counters  - these  last  reminding  me  that  sometimes  the  rummage 
tray  solves  its  own  problems  - or  deepens  them! 


I once  bought  the  grey  metal  (pewter?)  "coin"  shown  in  Fig.  1.  The  obverse  bore  the 
Russian  imperial  eagle.  The  reverse,  which  looked  as  if  it  might  have  been  ground 
smooth,  had  the  initials  HHS  punched  into  it  (or,  if  held  the  other  way  up,  SHH!). 
I imagined  it  to  be  a personalised  "coin"  of  the  type  discussed  in  my  article  about 
such  pieces  in  the  NI  Bulletin  for  June,  1994  (p.l25ff.).  That  is,  the  letters  were  the 
initials  of  a person.  But  a Russian  "coin"  in  pewter,  without  the  usual  crown  above 
and  between  the  twin  heads  of  the  eagle  and  with  a doctored  shield  on  the  eagle’s 
breast?  What  was  this  thing?  Some  sort  of  personalised  Russian  token,  perhaps? 
(Note  1.) 


Just  over  a year  later  - from  the  same  dealer’s  rummage  tray  - came  a similar  piece 
which  served  to  deepen  the  puzzle.  This  time  the  "coin"  was  in  brass.  Its  obverse 
bore  an  imperial  eagle  similar  to  but  not  exactly  like  that  in  Fig.  1.  Its  reverse. 
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however,  was  marked  K.25,  as  shown  in  Fig.  2.  Furthermore  it  looked  as  if  the 
reverse  had  been  made  blank,  with  only  the  beaded  circle  to  adorn  it,  the  letter  and 
numbers  being  punched  into  it  later.  I began  to  wonder,  therefore,  if  the  piece  in  Fig. 
1 had  not  had  its  reverse  ground  down  at  all,  but  had  been  made  blank  like  Fig.  2, 
ready  for  the  addition  of  its  initials.  But  then  if  HHS  was  a person,  who  or  what  was 
K.25?  Since  K.25  was  very  unlikely  to  be  a person,  could  I assume  with  any 
confidence  that  HHS  was?  Finally,  I now  had  a Russian  "coin"  in  brass  as  well  as 
pewter,  again  with  no  crown  above  and  between  the  eagles’  heads  and  with  the  same 
doctored  shield  on  the  eagle’s  breast.  But  a Russian  token  with  a blank  reverse  into 
which  folk  could  punch  letters  or  numerals  to  their  heart’s  content?  What  were  these 
things? 

A partial  answer  came  three  months  later  still,  and  from  the  same  dealer’s  rummage 
tray!  This  was  a brass  "coin"  bearing  threadbare  traces  of  gilt.  It  bore  another 
Russian  imperial  eagle,  like  Fig.  1,  on  one  side,  and  a bust  of  Queen  Victoria,  with 
legend  VICTORIA  REGINA,  on  the  other!  A little  while  after  buying  this,  I 
happened  to  read  the  following  sentence  in  that  mine  of  useful  numismatic 
information,  R.  A.  G.  Carson’s  Coins  - Ancient,  Medieval  and  Modern:  "Other  small 
brass  playing-card  counters  combine  impossible  coin  types  such  as  the  portrait  of 
Victoria  and  the  imperial  German  eagle."  (p.568.) 

Now,  I don’t  think  this  minor  discovery  solves  the  conundrum  completely,  for  Figs. 
1 & 2 can  hardly  be  card/game  counters,  but  it  does  explain  why  pewter  and  brass 
"coins"  bearing  the  Russian  imperial  eagle  turned  up  with  an  unexpected  frequency 
in  an  English  dealer’s  rummage  tray!  And  it  may  give  us  a further  clue,  for  if  game 
counters  were  manufactured  in  England  bearing  the  Russian  imperial  eagle, 
presumably  because  it  was  such  a visually  imposing  design,  then  other  counters  may 
have  been  made  with  one  face  blank  for  purposes  to  be  decided  by  the  purchaser. 
Fig.  1 may  be  one  such  that  was  "personalised";  Fig.  2 another  which  was,  perhaps, 
put  into  service  as  an  upmarket  cloakroom  ticket  - your  coat  was  hung  in  row  K,  on 
peg  number  25  - or  at  least,  something  like  that.  That  is  my  hypothesis,  anyway,  and 
I am  now  on  the  lookout  for  other  variations  on  the  same  theme  by  which  to  test  it. 


The  rummage  tray  has  also  been  the  source  of  many  of  the  pieces  in  my  collection 
of  forgeries  - from  contemporary  forgeries  of  halfpennies  of  George  III  to  modern 
forgeries  of  drachms  of  Alexander  the  Great.  One  interesting  piece  was  the  silver 
tetradrachm  of  Nero  shown  in  Fig.  3,  purportedly  of  Antiochia  ad  Orontem  in  Syria 
and  of  regnal  year  10.  A ridge  around  its  edge  betrayed  it  as  an  electrotype,  and  for 
a while  I believed  it  be  to  a piece  made  by  or  for  a museum  somewhere.  Then  quite 
by  chance,  Marcus  Phillips  drew  my  attention  to  an  article  in  Seaby’s  Coin  & Medal 


Fig.  3 
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Bulletin  (Aug.  1968,  p.276-7)  which  publicised  a series  of  coin  replicas  issued  by  the 
pharmaceutical  firm  of  Nicholas  Laboratories  of  Slough  in  Buckinghamshire,  to 
promote  their  antacid  product,  Polycrol.  The  replicas  were  given  to  doctors  in 

cardboard  folders  captioned,  "If  you  had  been  court  physician  to ",  the  dotted  line 

being  filled  by  various  famous  historical  personages  to  which  the  coins  related,  like 
William  the  Conqueror,  Alexander  the  Great  and  Nero.  The  piece  in  Fig.  3 was  one 
of  these  last,  of  course.  Another  mystery  solved.  (Note  2.) 


Fig.  4b 


Engraved  and  punch-marked  coins  likewise  often  find  their  way  into  rummage  trays. 
Several  pieces  acquired  in  this  way  have  been  featured  in  some  my  of  earlier  articles 
in  NI  Bulletin.  One  in  particular  was  featured  in  the  January,  1993  issue  (p.ll)  and 
is  pictured  again  in  Fig.  4a.  To  recap,  it  is  a very  worn  early  19th  century  halfpenny 
on  one  side  of  which  someone  has  punched  the  same  head-in-a-cartouche  design  five 
times  over.  Fig.  4b  shows  an  enlargement  of  this  head,  with  its  squat  forehead, 
bulbous  nose  and  prominent  pointed  chin,  which  may  or  may  not  be  a beard.  The 
fact  that  the  head  is  punch-marked  rather  than  engraved  means  that  someone  went  to 
the  trouble  of  making  a die  with  which  to  do  it.  This  is  puzzling,  for  one  would 
hardly  go  to  such  trouble  merely  to  repeatedly  punch-mark  an  old  coin.  It  seems 
much  more  likely  that  the  die  was  made  for  some  other  purpose,  and  this  coin  was 
merely  a test-piece  for  the  die.  Its  main  purpose,  therefore,  lay  somewhere  else 
entirely.  I asked  readers  of  NI  Bulletin  if  anyone  recognised  this  head  from 
anywhere,  but  a thunderous  silence  seemed  to  indicate  that  no  one  did.  But  one 
curious  suggestion  did  come  from  a fellow  customer  in  a dealer’s  shop  I visited.  He 
looked  at  the  head  and  with  a puzzled  expression  said  it  reminded  him  of  something, 
but  he  couldn’t  quite  remember  what.  Something  to  do  with  Julius  Caesar,  he  said. 


This  seemed  such  a bizarre  suggestion  at  the  time  that  to  be  honest  I dismissed  it. 
But  then  I happened  to  catch  sight  of  a photograph  of  a billon  denier  of  the  12th 
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century  Counts  of  Sancerre,  in  Berri  in  central  France.  It  was  fig.  190  in  Philip 
Grierson’s  Coins  of  Medieval  Europe,  sketched  here  as  Fig.5  (1  Vi  times  actual  size); 
the  type  is  Boudeau  no.  301-3.  These  curious  coins  bear  a head,  sometimes  bearded, 
vaguely  similar  to  that  in  Fig.  4,  but  wearing  a crown,  and  which  is  supposed  to  be 
that  of  a canonised  Julius  Caesar,  who  via  a fanciful  piece  of  word-play  came  to  be 
regarded  as  the  founder  of  Sancerre  (=  Saint  Cesar,  slightly  contracted).  Whether  this 
was  what  my  fellow-customer  had  in  mind,  I don’t  know,  as  I had  never  met  him 
before  and  haven’t  met  him  since.  On  balance  I think  the  resemblance  is  only 
superficial  and  coincidental,  and  I mention  it  here  for  its  intriguing  curiosity  value  as 
much  as  anything.  Mainly  I can  think  of  no  good  reason  why  anyone  would  copy 
this  strangely  crude  bust  from  a medieval  French  coin,  put  it  into  a cartouche,  minus 
its  IYLIVS  CESAR  legend,  then  hammer  it  five  times  into  an  old  penny  in 
preparation  for  what? 


Some  time  after  writing  my  earlier  article  another  theory  regarding  Fig.  4 presented 
itself  quite  by  accident.  I happened  to  be  reading  Paul  Werner’s  book  Life  in  Rome 
in  Ancient  Times  and  on  p.  121  came  upon  a photo  of  the  ancient  Roman  theatrical 
fool,  Maccus  (sketched  here  as  Fig.  6).  Here  is  another  head  similar  to  that  in  Fig. 
4.  Not  that  I think  the  head  in  Fig.  4 is  Maccus,  well  not  directly.  If  the  head  of 
Maccus  looks  vaguely  familiar  to  modern  readers,  it  should,  for  he  survives  as  Mr. 
Punch  in  the  modem  Punch  and  Judy  show  - and  that  may  be  what  Fig.  4 is  about: 
the  significance  may  be  theatrical.  Beyond  that  suggestion,  though,  I really  cannot 
guess. 


As  I said  above,  I have  rescued  a number  of  engraved  or  punch-marked  coins  from 
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rummage  trays.  Three  recent  finds  serve  to  show  the  variety  of  different  types  that 
turn  up.  Fig.  7 is  a military  identity  disc,  letter-punched  into  the  smoothed  obverse 
of  a Greek  10  lepta  coin  of  1869/70.  I am  not  well  up  in  military  matters,  I’m  afraid. 
I am  told  that  CE  = Church  of  England  and  that  ASC  = Army  Service  Corps,  but 
what  does  FD  BUTC...T  stand  for?  My  contact  drew  a blank  on  that  one,  and 
regarded  as  unlikely  my  valiant  attempt  to  invent  Field  Butchers  to  supply  troops  with 
meat!  But  he  did  say  that  this  was  a first  World  War  identity  disc. 


Fig.  8 Fig.  9 

Fig.  8,  meanwhile,  is  a George  V silver  threepence  of  the  period  1928-1935  whose 
reverse  has  been  ground  smooth  to  make  way  for  a neat  engraving  of  York  Minister  - 
who  knows  for  what  reason?  Fig.  9 is  a very  worn  Cartwheel  penny  of  1797 
engraved  simply  and  poignantly  with  the  words,  "Peace  with  Russia,  1856."  The 
reference  here  is  to  the  end  of  the  Crimean  War  and  the  1856  Treaty  of  Paris.  What 
this  meant,  though,  for  the  person  who  had  it  engraved,  we  shall  never  know.  My 
own  guess  is  that  it  was  engraved  as  a memento  to  be  presented  in  celebration  to 
someone  who,  having  fought  in  the  war,  returned  home  safely  to  tell  the  tale. 


Fig.  10 


Fig.  10,  finally,  is  a more  unusual  denizen  of  the  rummage  tray.  It  is  an  exquisitely 
executed  little  piece  (here  magnified  x 1.5)  depicting  a winged  cherub  leaning  on  a 
skull,  with  an  exergual  date  of  1628  - not  the  date  of  manufacture,  I hasten  to  add, 
as  it  is  quite  obviously  much  more  recent  than  this.  On  the  bar  on  which  the  cherub 
sits  appear  two  names  in  very  small  letters.  To  the  right,  the  name  BECKER  in 
relief;  to  the  left,  the  name  BLASSER  in  incuse  lettering.  The  reverse  is  apparently 
an  ornamented  blank  for  engraving,  but  appears  never  to  have  actually  been  engraved 
with  anything.  The  piece  formerly  had  some  sort  of  suspension  loop  at  the  top,  but 
this  has  broken  away,  leaving  a rough  spot  on  the  edge.  It  is  in  silver. 

Now,  the  British  Museum  were  able  to  tell  me  that  the  Becker  is  Edmond  Henri 
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Becker  (1871-1971),  that  the  piece  is  French  and  circa  1900,  and  that  it  is  a Memento 
Mori  pendant.  (Memento  Mori,  as  Brewer’s  Dictionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable  informs 
us,  signifies  "something  to  put  us  in  mind  of  the  shortness  and  uncertainty  of  life", 
which  makes  this  a morbid  sort  of  thing  to  wear  round  one’s  neck,  but  there  it  is: 
there’s  no  accounting  for  taste  when  it  comes  to  fashion!) 

But  what  does  the  name  Blasser  signify  (it  doesn’t  appear  to  be  the  name  of  a place) 
and  what  is  the  significance  of  the  year  1628?  Neither  of  these  questions  I can 
answer,  I’m  afraid,  but  I am  hoping  that  some  readers  of  NI  Bulletin  can  come  up 
with  a suggestion  or  two! 

Notes 

(1)  The  situation  is  actually  rather  more  involved,  for  the  crowned  double- headed 
eagle  holding  orb  & scepter  is  also  to  be  found  on  some  coins  of  the  German 
States  - e.g.  the  thalers  of  Jever,  and  various  denominations  of  Schwarzburg- 
Rudolstadt  & Schwarzburg-Sondershausen.  Finland,  Montenegro  & Poland 
have  likewise  used  the  design  at  certain  periods,  the  form  of  the  shield  on  the 
eagle’s  breast  varying  according  to  country/state.  That  there  is  an  S on  the 
reverse  of  Fig.  1 but  no  S in  the  Russian  alphabet,  is  not  necessarily 
significant,  for  as  I showed  in  my  article  on  personalised  coins,  referred  to 
earlier,  some  foreign  coins/tokens  are  known  to  have  been  personalised  here 
in  England. 

(2)  Anyone  who  has  ever  done  any  extended  research  into  anything  knows  by 
experience  that  from  time  to  time  coincidence  plays  funny  tricks.  The  story 
behind  Fig.  3 is  a case  in  point.  Marcus  had  told  me  about  a metal  detectorist 
who  had  recently  turned  up  at  a coin  fair  trying  to  sell  a crusader  coin  which 
he  had  found,  supposedly  a silver  gros  of  Bohemond  VII  of  Antioch.  The 
piece  turned  out  to  be  a Polycrol  replica.  Never  having  heard  of  these  copies 
at  that  time,  I asked  Marcus  for  details,  and  he  referred  me  to  the  Seaby 
article  mentioned  above.  The  fact  that  it  unexpectedly  supplied  the  origins  of 
my  Nero  electrotype  was  only  the  first  coincidence,  however,  for  at  the  same 
time  as  Marcus  was  telling  me  about  the  Seaby  article,  a young  Canadian 
collector  of  fakes,  Philip  Kieman,  was  asking  me  if  I knew  anything  about  the 
origins  of  a modem  copy  of  a Spanish  silver  real  of  Ferdinand  & Isabella 
which  he  had  acquired.  Sure  enough,  there  among  the  Polycrol  replicas  was 
one  identical  to  Philip’s  rubbing.  Another  mystery  solved!  No  doubt  many 
readers  of  NI  Bulletin  have  similar  numismatic  coincidence  stories  they  could 
relate  - and  hopefully  will. 

fc******************************************************************* 

AUREUS  MAGNUS  GOLD  COINS  OF  EGYPT 

The  Aureus  Magnus  series  of  gold  coins  struck  in  Germany  included  a set  of  coins 
for  Egypt.  These  10,  5,  and  2-1/2  ducat  pieces  featured  the  beautiful  Queen  Nefertete 
facing  left  on  their  obverse  and  the  unusual  aureus  magnus  cross  on  their  reverse. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


THE  QUARTER  RUBLE  OF  1851 


R.  W.  Julian 

(Reprinted  from  JOURNAL  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY,  No.  41, 
Winter  1990-91) 

In  the  1830s  and  early  1840s  engravers  at  the  Warsaw  and  St.  Petersburg  Mints  were 
sometimes  very  careless  in  the  preparation  of  dies,  especially  for  the  half  ruble 
(poltina)  and  ruble.  Collectors  are  well  aware  of  the  spelling  errors  that  are  found  on 
coins  of  this  period.  The  quarter  ruble  (25  kopecks  or  polupoltinnik),  on  the  other 
hand,  is  virtually  error-free  after  1796  except  for  three  examples  which  will  be 
discussed  here. 

Before  dealing  with  these  engraving  mistakes,  it  is  necessary  to  review  how  dies  were 
prepared  at  St.  Petersburg  and  Warsaw  before  1845.  Prior  to  that  time  each  die  was 
individually  prepared  but  it  is  thought  that  1844  marks  the  first  time  that  master  hubs 
were  used.  (The  Warsaw  engraving  department  does  not  seem  to  have  made  these 
changes  until  the  early  1850s.) 

Until  1844  the  engravers  prepared  separate  design  elements  (called  hubs  in  the  United 
States).  These  hubs,  in  bas-relief,  had  the  exact  appearance  of  the  vignette  on  a 
finished  coin  - eagle,  wreath,  or  crown  - but  were  made  of  steel.  The  hubs  were 
punched  into  blank  dies  (made  of  softened  steel)  and  then  the  necessary  lettering  was 
punched  in  by  hand  to  produce  the  finished  working  die.  In  the  1830s  and  early 
1840s  there  was  a sudden  lapse  of  quality  control  (the  lettering  may  have  been  done 
by  apprentice  engravers),  resulting  in  numerous  spelling  errors. 

The  quality  of  Imperial  silver  coinage  in  the  early  1840s  was  not  all  that  good,  a fact 
not  lost  on  the  Treasury.  Many  of  the  coins  were  poorly  struck  from  dies  that  were 
of  equally  poor  execution.  During  1844  and  1845  there  was  extensive  renovation  of 
the  rolling  equipment,  resulting  in  planchets  of  a much  higher  quality  being  used  for 
coinage.  (Most  collectors  of  19th-century  Russian  silver  have  seen  the  proof-like 
coins  dating  from  around  1845  through  the  end  of  the  1850s.) 

At  the  same  time  the  rolling  equipment  was  improved,  the  St.  Petersburg  engraving 
department  also  undertook  a reform  of  the  archaic  techniques  then  being  used.  It 
appears,  based  on  the  appearance  of  the  coinage,  that  these  reforms  took  effect  in  the 
latter  part  of  1844.  It  is  tempting  to  see  these  improvements  as  the  result  of  the 
change  of  Mint  Directors:  R.  A.  Armstrong  replaced  E.  I.  Ellers  in  1843.  The  latter 
had  assumed  his  post  in  1803! 

The  new  die  techniques  involved  the  use  of  master  hubs.  The  same  design-element 
hubs  were  prepared  as  usual  by  the  engravers  (eagle,  wreath  and  crown),  and  they 
were  punched  into  a circular  piece  of  steel.  The  lettering  was  again  put  in  by  hand. 
The  date  was  probably  not  put  in  at  this  stage. 

These  newly  prepared  dies  - obverse  and  reverse  - were  hardened  and  then  used  to 
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prepare  working  hubs , which  are  in  relief  and  have  the  exact  diameter  and  appearance 
of  finished  coins  except  for  the  absent  date.  The  working  hubs  were  then  used  to 
prepare  working  dies , which  struck  the  actual  coins.  How  often  the  St.  Petersburg 
engravers  prepared  master  hubs  is  as  yet  unknown,  but  it  may  have  been  done  every 
year  or  just  when  needed. 

In  the  United  States,  the  Philadelphia  Mint  adopted  the  above  process  in  the  mid- 
1830s,  and  always  put  the  date  on  the  working  dies  only.  It  is  possible  that  the  St. 
Petersburg  engravers  sometimes  put  the  date  on  the  master  hub , but  this  is  something 
that  will  have  to  be  determined  by  future  research. 

The  first  of  the  25-kopeck  errors,  a reversed  mintmark,  is  found  on  the  issue  of  1839. 
The  engraver,  instead  of  the  correct  CIIB,  punched  in  CBII.  These  dies  were  made 
under  the  pre-1845  system  and  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  such  an  error  could  have 
been  made.  The  1839  quarter  ruble  with  reversed  mintmark  is  relatively  rare,  likely 
the  authorities  soon  caught  the  mistake  and  pulled  the  offending  die  from  the  press. 

The  second  error,  on  the  issue  of  1851,  is  more  interesting  as  it  almost  certainly 
involved  a mistake  in  a master  hub;  such  an  occurrence  is  thought  to  be  unique  in 
Imperial  Russian  numismatics.  Some  of  the  1851  quarter  rubles  have  instead  of 
^HCTArO  the  word  ^HCTAFO  (The  letter  A was  used  instead  of  A).  It  may  be  that/, 
was  used  for  all  such  lettering  and  then  a small  cross-bar  put  in,  as  required,  to  create 
an  A. 

In  1851  the  quarter  ruble  shows  a significant  change  in  the  style  of  the  letter  K , which 
is  also  seen  on  other  denominations.  Prior  to  1851  K had  straight  legs,  while  after 
that  time  the  upper  right  stroke  of  the  letter  was  curved.  (The  collector  can  see  this 
for  himself  by  comparing  quarter  rubles  before  and  after  1851.) 

Given  the  above  information,  a reasonable  sequence  of  events  can  be  worked  out, 
subject  to  further  research.  At  the  beginning  of  1851  the  master  hub,  using  the  old 
form  of  K , was  still  in  use  but  the  engravers  were  then  working  on  revised  hubs  with 
different  lettering.  (The  revised  letter  K was  used  on  both  sides  of  the  coin.)  The 
hubs  were  completed  in  early  1851  and  working  dies  prepared  for  coinage;  the 
engravers  failed  to  note  that  ^HCTArO  had  been  misspelled. 

Working  dies  from  the  newly  prepared  hubs  were  furnished  to  the  coiner  and  quarter 
rubles  struck  for  circulation.  The  coin  is  rare,  but  not  excessively,  indicating  that  a 
considerable  number  - perhaps  a few  hundred  thousand  - had  been  struck  before  the 
error  was  caught.  Coinage  was  then  halted  until  a new  master  hub  could  be  prepared 
and  fresh  working  dies  made.  For  the  remainder  of  1851  the  coinage  of  quarter 
rubles  proceeded  normally. 

In  all  of  1851  there  were  2,400,000  quarter  rubles  struck,  but  there  is  no  way  at 
present  of  determining  a breakdown  of  the  varieties.  This  would  require  and 
investigation  into  the  Mint  archives,  currently  in  Leningrad.  (Although  many  of  the 
early  Mint  records  were  destroyed  during  the  1917  evacuation,  it  is  believed  that  most 
of  the  19th-century  material  still  exists.) 
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The  last  of  the  error  pieces  is  dated  1878,  and  appears  to  result  from  the  great  demand 
for  dies  and  coinage  that  arose  during  the  Russo-Turkish  War  of  1877-78.  The  1878 
quarter  ruble  has  the  fraction  1/4  with  a sideways  4 (rotated  90°)  instead  of  in  the 
normal  position.  The  coin  is  rare  and  seldom  seen. 

It  seems  highly  unlikely  that  the  obverse  master  hub  contained  this  error;  it  is  more 
probable  that  an  over- zealous  engraver  was  responsible.  On  occasion  a working  hub 
does  not  produce  a working  die  with  all  details  brought  up  to  perfection.  It  is  likely 
that  the  engraver  repunched,  by  hand,  some  of  the  letters  and  numbers  and  in  this  one 
case  held  the  4 at  a rotated  angle  under  the  fraction  bar.  The  mistake  was  probably 
made  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  when  the  rush  of  coinage  was  the  greatest. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  1878  also  marks  the  time  when  outdated  obverse  dies 
(with  the  mintmaster  initials  HI)  were  furnished  by  the  engraving  department  for 
coinage  of  5,  10  and  20  kopeck  pieces.  The  1878  10-kopeck  piece  is  one  of  the 
major  rarities  of  the  late  Tsarist  minor  silver  coinage. 


TRAJAN’S  DANUBE  BRIDGE 


(Enlarged) 

The  Roman  emperor  Trajan  had  a wooden  arch  bridge  built  over  the  Danube  river 
during  the  Dacian  campaigns.  The  engineer,  probably  Trajan’s  lieutenant, 
Apollodorus  of  Damascus,  used  timber  arches  mounted  on  masonry  piers  to  span  the 
half-mile  wide  stream.  This  bridge  is  featured  on  the  reverse  of  several  of  Trajan’s 
bronze  coins. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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SUDAN:  A COUNTERM  A RKF.D  COIN  OF  THE  KHALIFA 

Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie,  Tenafly,  New  Jersey,  NI  # 364 

Is  was  nearly  sixty  years  ago  when  I bought  my  copy  of  Valentine’s  book  on  Islamic 
coins1  at  Spinks  shop  in  London.  The  book  had  been  a steady  seller  since  its 
publication  in  1911,  and  had  given  much  pleasure  to  coin  enthusiasts  such  as  myself 
who  had  limited  funds  to  spend  in  those  days.  I recall  that  I was  pleased  when  Mr. 
Linecar  decided  to  bring  it  back  into  print  in  1969. 

One  of  the  many  coins  illustrated  in  Valentine’s  work  (page  37)  which  intrigued  me 
was  the  Egyptian  40  - para  which  had  five  "rosette"  countermarks  impressed  on  both 
sides  of  the  coin  in  the  form  of  a cross,  which  he  had  seen  in  the  collection  of  Daniel 
F.  Howorth.  The  coin  was  typical  of  the  ones  struck  in  Paris,  for  the  " Misr " mint, 
in  the  name  of  the  ruling  sultan  Abdul  Aziz,  in  his  regnal  year  10  (March  1870). 
However  the  sketch  of  the  obverse  omitted  the  denomination  (in  Arabic)  of  "40p" 
which  normally  appears  beneath  the  tughra.  Perhaps  the  "host"  coin  was  a mint  error, 
in  any  event  after  much  searching  I have  never  found  a similar  coin  with  or  without 
a countermark,  nor  have  I traced  the  whereabouts  of  Howorth ’s  coin. 

According  to  Valentine  the  coin  was  presumed  to  have  been  countermarked  in 
Omdurman  to  pass  current  at  half  its  value  (i.e.  20  paras)  during,  or  after  the  period 
of  the  Khalifa  Abdullah’s  rule  which  ended  in  1898  when  the  British  and  Egyptian 
armies  regained  the  Sudan  from  the  Mahdi  administration. 

The  Sudan  was  conquered  by  the  Turks  in  1819-22  and  that  period  was  ended  when 
Muhammad  Ahmad  (the  "Mahdi")  captured  Omdurman  and  Khartum,  and  then  for  the 
first  time  issued  coins  in  his  name  using  the  Ottoman  Turkish  20  kurus  ("mecidiye") 
as  a model.  His  successor  (Khalifa)  issued  similar  silver  coins  but  debased  (almost 
copper)  them  until  his  defeat.  Foreign  coins  such  as  the  Maria  Theresa  thaler,  the 
French  5-Franc,  and  Spanish  taler  were  commonly  used  alongside  the  Turkish  and 
Egyptian  coins  which  were  widely  circulated.  Most  of  them  were  withdrawn  and 
melted  for  the  striking  of  the  Mahdi  coins.  A few  "mecidiye"  coins  were  hidden  by 
merchants  and  reappeared  years  later,  some  of  these  were  countermarked  with  private 
marks.2 

The  coin  which  is  the  subject  of  this  article  is  of  interest  because  it  is  a "20-qirsh" 
issue  of  the  Khalifa  dated  1312H  (1894)  which  has  been  countermarked  twice  on  the 
reverse  with  the  "rosette"  (Fig.  1).  This  coin  and  the  one  mentioned  by  Valentine 
appear  to  have  been  countermarked  privately  by  the  same  merchant  (money  dealer) 
possibly,  in  Omdurman  after  its  capture  in  1898. 

At  this  time  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Sudan  (called  the  "Ingliziya"  period  by  the  natives) 
was  formed.  All  foreign  coins  including  the  Khalifa  issues  in  circulation  were 
demonetized  and  replaced  by  the  current  Egyptian  (Misr  mint ) coinage  which  were 
struck  in  the  name  of  the  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  II  from  1876  to  1909.  His  low 
denomination  copper  coins  which  first  appeared  in  1887  gained  welcome  acceptance 
in  the  Sudan  which  had  been  devoid  of  small  change  for  many  years. 
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Fig.  1.  (Reverse  side) 

The  20-qirsh  of  ’Abdallah  b.Muhammad  ( the  Khalifa ) dated  1312:  - 

The  native  name  for  this  particular  issue  was  ABU  KIBIS  from  the  broad-bladed 
spears  in  the  design.  The  obverse  shows  the  tughra  which  embodies  the  word 
"maqbul"  - accepted.  There  is  a sprig  at  the  right  side,  and  a spray  of  flowers  at  the 
left  side  of  the  tughra.  The  denomination  of  20  (qir)sh  is  below.  All  within  a wreath 
with  two  spears  crossed.  There  is  a star  above  and  below  the  knot  where  the  spears 
cross.  A group  of  3 roses  between  two  groups  of  3 stars  is  placed  at  the  top. 

On  the  reverse,  the  inscription  is:  "72"  above  "duribe  fi  Umm  Durman  1312"  (i.e. 
struck  in  Omdurman)  enclosed  in  a wreath  with  a star  above  and  below  (at  the  bottom 
of  the  wreath).  There  are  three  groups  of  3 stars  above,  with  a "rosette"  (4mm) 
countermarked  above  the  first  group  of  3- stars,  and  a similar  (partial)  countermark 
below  the  group  of  3-stars  at  the  right  side. 

Weight:  16.973  gr.  34mm.  (rev:  ans.19172162642). 


1.  W.  H.  Valentine.  Modern  Copper  Coins  of  the  Muhammadan  States.  (London,  1911). 

(1977  reprint  available  from  NI  at  $8.00  plus  $2.00  postage  on  domestic  orders.) 

2.  K.  M.  MacKenzie,  G.-R.  Puin,  W.  Schuster,  and  H.  Wilski.  Countermarks  of  the  Sudan  on  Ottoman 
Coins.  (NCirc.  vol.  Cll.  July  1994,  pp.260-61.) 

******************************************************************** 

FATAL  MONEY 

Even  though  in  parts  of  Wales  the  notion  still  prevails  that  fish-hooks  baited  with 
cheese  will  keep  cats  from  entering  a house,  one  is  not  necessarily  convinced  that  the 
Welsh  are  the  most  superstitious  of  people,  for  equally  absurd  theories  are  cherished 
in  other  parts  of  this  blessed  realm.  But  when  one  reads  of  a man  tendering  a five- 
shilling  piece  in  a Swansea  shop  and  the  shopkeeper  throwing  the  coin  into  the  street 
and  ordering  the  customer  to  leave  the  premises,  it  is  not  easy  to  defend  Taffy. 

Subsequently  the  customer  found  out  that  the  Welsh  have  a rooted  objection  to  five- 
shilling  pieces,  which  are  supposed  to  carry  death!  Daily  Sketch,  5 Sept 

From  Spink’s  Numismatic  Circular,  Dec. 
1928,  p.533. 
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NUMISMATIC  AND  OTHER  RAMBLINGS  FROM 
AN  AMERICAN  LIVING  IN  LA  PAZ,  BOLIVIA 


(Ed.:  A recent  request  for  information  on  the  numismatic  scene  in  South  America  as 
viewed  by  an  American  living  in  Bolivia,  brought  the  following  response  from  N1 
member  George  Lill  II  who  lives  in  La  Paz.) 


December  08,  1994 


Estimado  Sr.  Fraley... 

That  old  wander  lust  (in  this  day  and  age,  the  safest  form  of  lust)  came  over  me  and 
after  squiring  about  La  Paz  (although  I was  accused  of  acting  more  like  a drill 
instructor)  one  Robert  Slobbins  (here  to  photo  the  solar  eclipse)  who  was  directed  to 
me  by  ex-amigo  Hudson  (boy  what  a pain.. .come  to  think  of  it  both  of  them  are)  ... 
Slobbins  finally  packed  up  all  of  his  mineral  specimens  and  five  suitcases  of  camera 
equipment  (all  the  time  worrying  that  something  might  happen  to  it,  could  I assure 
him  that  it  would  be  safe  ???  Me  ???  Here  in  So.  America.. .HAH!)  and  off  we  headed 
for  the  airport  on  Wednesday  the  10th  of  last  month  (November)  where  a 16:30  flight 
to  Santa  Cruz  was  caught..Slob  headed  north  later  in  the  evening  for  Miami  and  I to 
pick  up  a load  of  contraband  for  the  final  plunge  into  the  unknown. 

Friday  AM  I found  that  the  bus  trip  to  Asuncion  (Paraguay)  had  been  postponed  to 
Saturday  noon  and  after  alerting  NISRL  in  Asuncion  of  my  tardy  arrival  (now  Sunday 
instead  of  Saturday)  I headed  out  to  pick  up  the  load  of  gold  and  perfume  from  PR’s 
Mom  and  back  to  the  Asturian  Hotel  to  wrap  up  the  items  as  gifts  (easier  when 
bluffing  my  way  thru  Paraguayan  and  Argentine  aduanas  (customs))  for  eventual 
delivery  in  Buenos  Aires... then  went  out  to  the  poolside  for  a Cuba,  a bit  to  bite  and 
pass  some  time  watching  the  wildlife  sunning  and  splashing  in  the  pool,  walked  over 
to  confirm  departure  time  of  the  flota  (bus)  and  then  took  PR’s  mom  out  to  dinner. 

Saturday  the  11th,  slept  in  late  for  the  long  bus  trip  coming  up  and  finally  headed 
over  to  the  office  to  check  in... bus  service  is  relatively  new  between  Bolivia  and 
Paraguay  and  crosses  the  Chaco  (an  area  over  which  the  two  countries  went  to  war 
back  in  1933).  Since  I’ve  read  about  the  war,  heard  versions  of  the  difficulties 
encountered  by  both  sides  from  ex  combatants... I wanted  to  see  the  conditions  of  the 
terrain  for  myself.. .even  if  it  was  going  to  entail  a 24+  hour  trip  by  some  roads  that 
would  barely  qualify  as  being  called  roads.  It  was  quite  fascinating  for  I’d  envisioned 
terrain  much  like  the  Texas  panhandle  (scrub  brush)  but  found  initially  two  cordilleras 
(mountain  ranges)  with  a large  green  valley  between,  filled  with  lakes,  rivers  and 
forests  to  the  east  of  Santa  Cruz  before  we  entered  into  the  Chaco.  I’d  spent  time 
traveling  previously  with  a Canadian  geologist  in  areas  to  the  northeast  of  Santa  Cruz 
but  hadn’t  realized  that  there  were  low  mountains  to  the  southeast  Eventually  the 
mountains  were  left  behind  and  the  terrain  flattened  out  but  much  to  my  surprise  it 
was  green,  heavily  treed,  water  in  the  arroyos  and  quite  beautiful  (in  a isolated 
way)...much  different  than  what  I’d  mentally  pictured... but  as  the  bus  had  been 
delayed  due  to  rains  in  the  Chaco... I’ll  have  to  make  the  trip  again  sometime  in  the 
dry  season  to  see  if  the  view  changes  markedly.  We  passed  two  Bolivian  army 


40 


outposts  as  we  neared  the  frontier  and  eventually  pulled  up  (about  two  in  the  AM)  to 
a large  manor  which  turned  out  to  be  the  final  Bolivian  military  post  (more  like  a 
fort).  In  the  lights  of  the  bus  we  could  see  soldiers  gathering  about  the  bus  in  various 
stages  of  semi-dress  in  camouflage  uniforms,  holding  automatic  weapons  as  we  were 
instructed  (no,  make  that  ordered)  to  leave  the  bus  with  all  of  our  personal 
possessions  and  line  up  in  the  headlights  of  the  bus.. .one  by  one  our  names  were 
called  off  of  the  list  and  identification  was  asked  for,  questions  asked  as  to  the 
purpose  of  the  trip  and  answers  laboriously  recorded  in  a ledger.. .all  being 
Paraguayans  returning  home  but  me,  as  the  blue  passport  was  shown  a great  deal  of 
interest  as  was  shown  in  me  as  several  soldiers  moved  closer.../, Why  the  trip?  I’d 
read  of  the  new  route  being  opened  up  between  the  two  countries  and  my  work  was 
to  investigate  different  scenic  routes  for  tourists.. .obviously  this  route  wasn’t  meant 
for  tourism?... showing  my  press  cards  (anything  with  a photo  encased  in  plastic 
always  impresses  down  here)  and  most  interest  was  then  lost  in  me... mean  while, 
another  group  of  soldiers  had  been  making  the  drivers  open  up  every  package  being 
carried  as  cargo  and  show  their  contents  while  another  punk  started  down  the  line 
having  the  passengers  open  their  personal  bags  and  suitcases.. .reaching  me,  I was 
requested  to  open  my  suitcase  at  which  time  the  gift  wrapped  packages  I was  carrying 
were  found.../, Why?... ‘Cause  they’re  gifts  for  my  family  as  I’m  headed  into  Asuncion, 
down  to  Bs.  As.  and  then  north  for  Xmas’. ..a  mumbled  discussion  took  place  at  which 
time  they  decided  that  they  would  allow  Paraguayan  customs  take  care  of  me  but  still 
hefting  two  of  the  larger  packages,  one  of  the  sharper  tongued  soldiers  asked  what 
was  inside... perfume... show  me... I removed  the  wrappings,  showed  him  the  boxes  and 
on  he  went  to  the  next  person  in  line,  a Menonite  couple  who  were  forced  to  open  the 
package  of  wrapped  Taiwanese  china  and  unwrap  a number  of  pieces... then  onto  a 
young  girl  with  four  suitcases  and  a large  clear  plastic  bag  of  stuffed 
animals.. ./.What’s  in  here...toys...show  me  and  she  took  out  several  putting  them  aside, 
then  onto  her  bags  which  required  laying  layers  of  clothing  upon  the  sand  till  bottom 
of  each  suitcase  was  more  or  less  reached.  Now  had  they  really  been  looking  for 
drugs.. .they’d  have  looked  inside  the  boxes  that  I showed  them,  felt  the  stuffed 
animals  that  the  girl  had,  gone  to  the  bottom  of  each  box  rather  than  just  a few  items 
(at  the  couples  option)  unwrapped  and  more  probably  had  trained  dogs... but  they 
weren’t,  just  a bunch  of  kids  playing  at  soldier  with  the  power  to  push  us  around  for 
one  or  two  hours.. .finally  the  intensive  search  was  over,  we  were  told  to  reboard  the 
bus  and  given  back  our  identity  papers.. .and  off  we  went... several  hundred  feet  until 
we  reached  a large  tractor  in  the  road.. .conversations  took  place  between  the  drivers 
and  the  crew  of  the  tractor  and  off  we  went  again.. .bogged  down  to  the  axles  in  sand 
as  fine  as  talcum  powder  while  the  tractor  caught  up  to  us,  passed  us,  cabled  itself  to 
the  front  end  and  proceeded  to  add  the  additional  power  required  to  make  it  thru  the 
next  hundred  feet  of  sand... and  so  it  went  for  the  next  six  miles,  five  more  times  we 
waited  for  the  tractor  to  catch  up  and  then  tow  us  thru  another  area  of  sand.. .thank 
goodness  the  lightning  on  the  distant  horizon  remained  just  that  as  these  areas  would 
have  turned  into  quicksand  so  fine  was  the  sand. 

A Paraguayan  military  shack  pulled  into  view,  my  passport  was  given  the  necessary 
stamp.. .at  four  AM  nobody  really  wanted  to  check  over  the  items  for  customs  (it’s  a 
contraband  run  anyway).. .and  off  we  went  again,  me  finally  to  drift  off  for  a few 
hours  sleep... rest  of  the  trip  was  uneventful  as  we  finally  arrived  in  Asuncion  about 
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16:00  on  Sunday,  lightened  my  suitcase  of  a few  items  being  brought  in,  checked  into 
the  hotel,  grabbed  a bite  and  willingly  hit  the  sack  after  48  hours. 

Monday  and  Tuesday  were  spent  renewing  old  friendships  in  Numismatica 
Independence,  chasing  down  Pusineri  Scala  (head  of  the  Museum  of  the  Casa  de 
Independence)  to  see  if  he’s  been  able,  since  my  last  trip,  to  dig  up  any  info  on 
Eusebio  Lillo  (street  named  after  him  in  Asuncion  but  also  happens  to  be  the  name 
of  the  President  of  the  first  bank  authorized  in  Bolivia  to  issue  banknotes),  yes  but 
not  in  his  office... and  finally  made  preparations  to  head  south  with  Miguel. 

Wednesday,  the  16th,  Miguel  picked  me  up  at  03:45  and  off  we  headed  for  the  12 
hour  drive  (and,  no  he  doesn’t  fly  as  his  family  insists  his  driving  resembles),  fighting 
our  way  thru  the  construction  going  on  to  better  the  slow-ways  of  the  city,  we  finally 
arrived  at  the  apartment  about  17:00,  made  up  our  beds,  grabbed  a pizza  and  hit  the 
sack  (my  having  been  confined  to  the  empleadas  quarters  as  M’s  daughter  Arami 
(Guarani  for  "a  piece  of  sky",  ie  heaven)  and  one  of  her  classmates  had  come  along 
to  see  the  big  city.. .remember,  it’s  summer  vacation  now  down  here.). 

Thursday  and  Friday  were  spent  with  Miguel  viewing  a number  of  items  he  was 
having  prepared  for  NYI  (New  York  International)  and  forthcoming  Singapore  in 
February  as  well  as  hitting  a few  of  the  shops,  renewing  friendships  with  dealers, 
picking  up  a surprise  for  Stu  Westerdal’s  wife,  chasing  down  some  banknotes  for 
another  dealer  and  checking  on  the  rate  of  the  non-inflation  that  has  occurred  since 
my  last  trip. 

Late  Friday  evening... Miguel  said  he  was  probably  taking  off  early  in  the  AM  for 
Asuncion  and  we  bid  adieus... sleeping  in  late  for  the  first  time,  I awoke  to  find  him 
gone,  closed  up  the  apartment  and  caught  a remises  (private  taxi  service  that  has 
sprung  up  all  over  Bs.  As.  where  people  use  their  own  cars  and  charge  by  the 
kilometer... indication  of  the  financial  need  to  work  a second  job  to  make  ends  meet 
as  well  as  the  cost  of  the  metered  taxis.. .in  a country  that  has  no  inflation  according 
to  the  government  as  they  artificially  peg  the  peso  to  the  dollar)  to  the  Ramil’s... where 
I was  once  again  consigned  to  the  maid’s  quarters.  Hell,  I’ve  never  been  known  to 
have  pride  in  either  my  choice  of  friends  or  sleeping  quarters... especially  when  the 
nearby  hotel  has  gone  from  under  $US  30  a night  to  well  over  $US  60  and  that’s  also 
without  inflation.. .HAH! 

The  remainder  of  Saturday  thru  to  Tuesday  afternoon  were  spent  emptying  the 
remainder  of  my  contraband  run  and  renewing  one  of  my  oldest  So.  American 
friendships... but  time  moves  on  and  I caught  the  19:00  bus  out  of  Bs.  As.  heading 
back  towards  Asuncion  on  Tuesday  the  22nd. 

Arriving  about  16:30  the  following  day,  hit  the  hotel... spent  Thursday  and  Friday 
again  in  Numis.  Ind.  (and,  yes,  Pusi  finally  had  the  answer  as  to  E.  Lillo,  famous  poet 
and  composer  of  the  Chilean  National  Anthem  but  not  the  Lillo  I’m  looking  for)  and 
headed  out  to  the  airport  to  catch  the  LAB  (Bolivian  National  airline  which  should 
be  avoided  if  at  all  possible.. .which  happens  not  to  be  possible  between  Asuncion  and 
La  Paz)  19:50  flight  to  Santa  Cruz.. .which  finally  left  at  22:00  (not  too  bad  for 
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Lloyd),  cleared  immigration  in  Santa  Cruz,  finally  boarded  the  connecting  flight  to 
La  Paz,  waited  the  usual  lengthy  time  for  the  suitcases  to  be  off  loaded  (I  really 
shouldn’t  complain,  at  least  this  time  my  suitcase  arrived  with  me)  and  finally  caught 
a taxi  back  to  the  apartment  where  I arrived  01:00  on  Saturday. 

A few  hours  later,  I wandered  on  down  to  the  post  office  to  pick  up  the  assortment 
of  magazines  (surface  mail  had  arrived  as  it  does  in  batches  so  that  I’m  now  caught 
up  on  numismatic  news  from  June  thru  August)  and  some  twenty  letters.. .thus,  to 
those  who’ve  been  waiting  for  a response,  you  know  why  the  delay.. .to  those  who’ve 
not  written... ^How  come?.. .but  to  one  and  all.. .Seasons  greetings  in  whichever 
language  you  so  might  choose. 

My  collecting  specialty  is  really  quite  simple... matches  my  mentality  as  many  of  my 
better  amigos  would  verify... I collect  Bolivia;  coins,  tokens,  banknotes,  monedas 
especiales,  monetary  buttons,  medals,  military  decorations,  bonds  and  an  ex-wife. 

However,  as  to  if  I’d  ever  have  anything  exciting  to  say. ..I  suppose  that  would  be  but 
a matter  of  viewpoint  as  for  me  it’s  merely  one  day  after  another  both  living, 
investigating  (KP  Publications),  writing,  collecting  and  generally  enjoying  the 
friendships  that  numismatics  has  brought  my  way. 

There  are  no  numismatic  shops  per  se... merely  antiquarians  who  dabble  in  anything 
and  everything  to  make  a living...thus,  my  collecting  covers  the  spread  from 
campesinos  (the  in-word  for  Indians)  to  high  society,  from  private  collections  to 
hitting  the  local  silver  market  (Sagamaga)  every  day,  weather  permitting.. .you  see 
we’re  entering  the  rainy  season  and  it  may  not  always  be  blue  skies  and  golden  sun 
as  it  was  this  AM  when  the  temperature  hit  20  Cs  (about  68  F)  at  1 1 :00  and  probably 
a bit  more  by  noon...but  don’t  be  mislead  if  you  think  that’s  on  the  cool  side  as  La 
Paz  is  situated  in  large  valley  which  protects  if  from  the  prevailing  winds  on  the 
Altiplano  above  and  at  this  altitude  you  bum  fast. 

OOoopps,  fast  is  what  I’m  gonna  due  now.. .clouds  coming  in  over  the  western  valley 
edge  and  that  means  rain  possibly  inside  of  half  an  hour. 

Saludos... 

George  Lill  III 

ft******************************************************************* 


FALSE  COINS  BETTER  THAN  REAL 

Experts  at  the  Lisbon  Mint,  who  have  examined  the  counterfeit  coins  found  by  the 
police  in  three  recent  raids  (according  to  Reuter),  state  that  some  of  them  are  better 
made  and  more  perfect  than  those  lately  made  by  the  Mint.  Star,  20  Sept. 
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From  Spinks  Numismatic  Circular,  Dec. 
1927,  p.627. 


AN  OVERLOOKED  RUSSIAN  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE 
INDUSTRIALIZATION  OF  MONEY 

Richard  Doty 

(Reprinted from  JOURNAL  OF  THE  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY,  Number 
44,  Autumn  1991) 

While  Russia’s  place  in  the  story  of  coinage  is  both  secure  and  prominent,  her 
position  has  not,  generally,  been  founded  upon  innovation.  She  came  to  coinage 
fairly  late  and,  while  the  country  is  remembered  for  her  pioneering  role  in  decimal 
coinage  and  in  the  use  of  platinum  for  moneying,  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  first 
innovation  was  a fairly  lonely  one,  with  no  direct  influence  on  other  countries.  And 
something  similar  might  be  observed  in  the  second  instance:  other  states,  including 
this  one,  were  experimenting  with  the  grayish-white  metal  before  the  Russians  took 
up  the  challenge,  and  no  one  followed  them  for  regular  circulating  issues. 

But  Russia  was  a pioneer  in  a third  case,  in  the  very  processes  by  which  coinage  is 
manufactured.  She  was  led  to  this  role  in  an  indirect  way  by  Matthew  Boulton  of 
Soho,  near  Birmingham. 

This  Birmingham  industrialist,  promoter  and  inventor  had  been  in  contact  with 
representatives  of  the  Government  of  Catherine  II  since  the  middle  of  1796,  and  his 
proposal  to  erect  a new  steam-powered  mint  at  St  Petersburg  had  been  accepted  in 
October  of  that  year.  The  facility  (to  be  powered  by  two  steam  engines  on  James 
Watts’  improved  design)  would  consist  of  eight  coining  presses,  15  cutting-out 
presses,  four  milling  machines  and  a rolling  mill.  The  presses  would  look  very  much 
like  the  traditional  balancier  or  screw  press,  except  that  they  would  be  much  heavier, 
reinforced  for  their  connection  with  the  steam  engine.  And  they  would  have  to  be 
arranged  in  a circle  around  that  apparatus,  their  fly  arms  engaged  and  disengaged  by 
a circular  overhead  wheel,  attached  to  the  steam  engine  by  a vertical  shaft.  Soho  had 
designed  this  particular  layout  for  its  presses  back  in  1787,  and  it  had  worked  fairly 
well  for  the  past  10  years.  When  Matthew  Boulton  was  asked  to  reform  the  St. 
Petersburg  Mint  there  was  therefore  no  question  that  it,  too,  would  have  its  coining 
room  set  up  in  circular  fashion.  Besides,  Boulton  had  never  been  able  to  devise  a 
viable  alternative. 

But  he  would  shortly  have  to  do  so,  and  here  was  where  Russia  injected  a real,  and 
permanent,  innovation  into  the  story  of  numismatics. 

Boulton  received  the  equivalent  of  a one-two  punch.  Catherine  II  died  in  November 
1796,  and  her  unstable  son  and  successor  Paul  I soon  put  a stop  to  the  mint  project. 
That  was  the  first  blow  which,  as  it  happened,  was  only  temporary.  The  Tsar  had 
changed  his  mind  by  late  spring  of  1797,  and  Soho  was  soon  happily  engaged  in 
drawing  up  plans,  seeking  permission  of  the  British  Crown  for  the  export  of  the 
machinery,  and  initiating  a number  of  gifted  Russians  into  the  mysteries  of  the  new 
numismatic  era.  Then  the  second  blow  landed. 
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As  we  know,  Boulton’s  Soho  Mint  featured  a circular  arrangement  of  the  moneying 
presses;  so  did  his  initial  plans  for  Russia.  But  one  of  the  Russians  sent  over  to  learn 
the  new  methodology  was  Felix  Schlatter,  a descendant  of  the  Ivan  Schlatter  who  had 
guided  Russia’s  coinage  for  decades  a couple  of  generations  earlier.  Speaking  thus 
as  an  insider,  he  pointed  out  to  Boulton  that  "...it  is  much  more  desirable  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Russian  Mint  to  have  the  gold  coined  in  one  department,  the  silver  in 
another,  and  the  copper  in  a third."  This  would  obviously  be  impossible  if  Boulton’s 
traditional  circular  arrangement  were  to  be  retained. 

This  conversation  likely  took  place  in  January  1798,  for  Boulton’s  relation  of  it 
appears  in  a letter  written  to  the  Reverend  James  Smimove,  his  usual  interlocutor  at 
the  Russian  Embassy,  dated  6 February  1798.  Boulton  observed  that  "he  had  thought 
much  upon  the  best  mode  of  placing  and  working  the  Machinery  so  as  to  keep  the 
three  apartments  separate"  - an  understatement,  considering  how  much  was  currently 
riding  on  the  retention  of  the  Russian  contract.  But  the  cogitations  of  the  coiner  bore 
fruit,  and  Boulton  was  able  to  inform  Smimove  that  he  had  "now  invented  the  means 
of  working  any  Number  of  Presses,  placed  in  almost  any  direction  in  different  Rooms 
& at  the  same  time  to  strike  very  large  money  with  one  Press,  and  very  small  money 
with  another." 


PART  OF  BOULTON’S  LINEAR  PETERSBURG  MINT  LAYOUT 


Under  the  new  plan,  and  based  upon  the  coining  requirements  of  the  Russian 
Government,  one  room  would  contain  a single  press,  for  gold  coinage.  A second 
room  would  have  three  more  presses  for  silver,  while  a third  room,  devoted  to  the 
production  of  copper  money,  would  contain  the  remaining  four  presses,  (in  the  event, 
plans  for  massive  coining  of  copper  at  Petersburg  were  not  then  carried  through) 

The  means  of  effecting  this  change  are  not  recorded  in  this  document;  other 
references  in  the  Soho  archives  suggest  that  a series  of  shafts  would  have  been 
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employed. 


In  his  letter  to  Smimove  of  6 February  Boulton  proposed  to  attempt  the  new 
arrangement  and  harnessing  of  power  at  Soho  first;  if  it  worked  there  he  would 
introduce  it  to  Russia  at  the  appropriate  time.  He  had  good  reason  to  look  into  the 
new  configuration  for  domestic  use.  Soho  had  been  turning  out  coins  and  tokens  on 
the  old,  circular  pattern  since  the  late  1780s,  and  its  mintmaster  was  not  particularly 
satisfied  with  matters  as  they  then  stood.  He  was  just  finishing  the  first  of  his  major 
copper  coining  projects  for  the  Royal  Mint  (members  of  the  famous  cartwheel  series), 
and  the  stresses  and  strains  of  the  current  press  arrangement,  which  acted  as  a 
bottleneck  in  the  manufacturing  process,  must  have  now  been  fully  apparent.  If 
Boulton,  acting  to  retain  a contract  with  Russia,  could  reform  a mint  in  Britain,  he, 
both  mints,  and  coinage  itself  would  benefit.  As  would  his  pocketbook. 

The  new  positioning  was  tried  at  Soho,  and  it  worked  so  well  there  that  Boulton  and 
his  successors  made  it  a permanent  feature  of  their  coining  apparatus  at  this  parent 
mint.  They  would  also  feature  it  in  the  coining  packages  they  constructed  for 
Denmark,  Brasil,  Great  Britain,  India,  and  of  course  Russia.  But  Matthew  Boulton’s 
enforced  speculation  on  press  deployment  appears  to  have  led  to  another  conclusion 
on  his  part,  and  this  second  innovation  represents  a landmark  not  only  for  coinage  but 
for  the  elaboration  of  every  other  mass-produced  item  as  well.  For  Boulton’s  mind, 
once  it  had  reconciled  itself  to  a linear  placement  of  the  press  element  of  a modem 
mint,  naturally  went  on  to  the  concept  of  a logical,  staged  arrangements  of  all  other 
elements  of  the  coining  process,  embracing  the  metal  for  coinage  from  the  time  it 
entered  his  facility  as  an  ingot  to  the  moment  it  left  as  a finished  coin  in  a paper 
rouleau.  Listen  to  Boulton  again,  in  another  letter  to  Smimove,  written  just  two 
weeks  after  the  first: 

It  is  a decided  and  leading  principle  with  me  in  the  arrangement  of 
so  great  a Manufactory  of  money  [as  would  be  the  new  Mint  at  St. 
Petersburg] 

1st  to  appropriate  [sic]  an  apartment  for  every  distinct  process  or 
operation  & not  mix  one  thing  with  another 

2d  Never  to  permit  the  persons  who  work  in  one  apartment  to 
enter  or  pass  through  another 

3d  To  weigh  or  tale  the  pieces  in  one  room  and  pass  them  through 
a proper  sized  hole  in  the  Wall  forward  into  another 

4th  To  arange  [sic]  the  rooms  in  such  an  order  that  the  Metal  & 
the  Money  shall  go  forward  progressively  from  one  room  to  another 
untill  [sic]  it  is  completely  packed  and  ready  to  deliver  for  circulation 
& never  go  backward  & forward 

5th  That  it  should  proceed  as  above  on  the  same  horizontal  ground 
floor  & never  be  carried  up  & down,  that  being  expensive. 

We  take  this  rational  integration  of  the  manufacturing  process  for  granted  today 
because  it  is  at  the  very  heart  of  the  organization  of  the  modern  factory.  But  it  was 
a radical  innovation  in  Boulton’s  day,  and  my  conversations  with  historians  of 
technology  at  the  Smithsonian  suggest  that  it  may  have  been  the  very  first  appearance 
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of  the  concept,  thus  the  demands  of  Russian  numismatics  created  a pioneering 
development  in  the  larger  story  of  money.  And  developments  in  money,  in  turn, 
contributed  to  an  important  alteration  in  the  nature  of  modem  times  themselves. 

NOTE:  All  data  on  Russia  used  in  preparing  this  article  came  from  the  Birmingham 
Reference  Library,  Archives  Department  Matthew  Boulton  Papers.  The  two  boxes 
of  Russian  Mint  paper  were  particularly  relevant,  but  I am,  as  always,  indebted  to  the 
superb  archival  staff  of  this  institution  for  their  help,  kindnesses  and  encouragement 
of  my  research. 

****** ************************** ************** ********************** 
COIN  QUOTE 

When  I returned  from  Auschwitz,  I found  in  my  pocket  a strange  coin  of  a 
lightweight  metal  alloy.  It  is  scratched  and  corroded,  and  on  one  face  has  the  Jewish 
star  (the  "Shield  of  David"),  the  date  1943,  and  the  word  "getto",  which  in  German 
is  pronounced  "ghetto".  On  the  other  face  are  the  inscriptions  "Quitting  uber  10 
Mark"  and  "Der  Aelteste  der  Juden  in  Litzmannstadt",  that  is,  respectively,  "Receipt 
against  10  marks"  and  "The  Elder  of  the  Jews  in  Litzmaanstadt".  ...On  modem 
atlases  there  is  no  city  named  Litzmannstadt,  but  a General  Litzmann  was  and  is 
renowned  in  Germany  for  having  in  1914  broken  through  the  Russian  front  near  Lodz 
in  Poland.  In  Nazi  times,  in  honor  of  this  general,  Lodz  was  rechristened 
Litzmannstadt.  During  the  last  months  of  1944,  the  last  survivors  of  the  Lodz  ghetto 
were  deported  to  Auschwitz.  I must  have  found  that  coin  on  the  ground  at  Auschwitz 
immediately  after  the  liberation,  certainly  not  before,  because  nothing  I had  on  me  up 
till  then  could  have  been  kept. 


IF  THIS  IS  A MAN:  Remembering  Auschwitz, 
Primo  Levi,  Summit  Books,  New  York,  1986, 
p.372. 

(Submitted  by  John  R.  McIntyre) 

****************************  ******  ****************  ***********  ******** 

HUNGARIAN  OVAL  9 DUCATS 


In  1603  Hungary  struck  a gold  9 Ducats  coin  that  is  oval  in  shape.  The  obverse 
shows  George  Basta,  the  King  of  Transylvania. 
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(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 


MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


John  S.  Davenport  2871  Mapleton  Lane,  Mount  Dora.  FL  32757:  Need 

illustrations  for  Glatz  1/2  taler  1540.  Troppau  1/2  talers  1615,  1616,  1619. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic.  #32-C.  Wichita,  KS  67216:  WANTED  - info 
on  World  Firecracker  Label  Art,  Salute  Box  Art  - designers,  print  shops,  books,  etc. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  Box  304,  Washington,  NJ  07882:  WANTED  - Islamic/ Arabic: 
all  hammered  silver  coinage  from  622  AD  to  1900  AD.  I am  especially  interested  in 
rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely  States  and  the 
Mughal,  Ottoman  & Persian  Empires.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealer  and 
collectors  offers  are  welcome.  ANA  R068117. 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  #32-C.  Wichita.  KS  67216:  WANTED  - info 
on  world  playmoney,  designer,  print  shops,  etc. 

NEW  RULES  FOR  USE  OF  THE  MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE:  Please  see  page 
270  of  the  December  issue  for  a reminder  of  the  new  rules  for  using  the  Member 
Notice  Page.  "For  Sale"  items  will  be  accepted  in  the  future,  but  will  be  restricted 
from  offering  specific  prices  or  values.  Also,  preference  will  be  given  to  notices  for 
research,  wanted  items  and  trades. 

* * « * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 4C  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 


The  "Ides  of  March"  which  is  the  15th  day  of  that  month,  was  the  day  in  44  B.C.  that 
Caius  Julius  Caesar  was  assassinated.  The  day,  the  assassination  and  the  assassin  are 
all  commemorated  on  a Roman  coin  issued  at  that  time  for  the  Roman  Republic.  This 
silver  denarius  has  on  its  obverse  the  portrait  and  name  of  Marcus  Junius  Brutus,  one 
of  the  assassins  of  Caesar.  The  reverse  shows  two  daggers  one  either  side  of  a liberty 
cap  and  the  abbreviated  "EID  MAR"  for  the  Ides  of  March.  When  addressing  Cassius 
on  the  eve  of  the  first  battle  of  Philippe,  Brutus,  said,  "On  the  ides  of  March  I 
devoted  my  life  to  my  country,  and  since  then  I have  lived  in  liberty  and  glory."  And 
Brutus  was  a friend  of  Caesar’s??? 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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